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Claudia Comte
After Nature. 
Cacti, Corals and Leaves 

Snow-clad marble sculptures of cactuses, pencil sketches of corals and renderings of leaf shapes 
seemingly suspended in mid-air, interspersed with grids of neon-colored sculptures and alarming 
newspaper headlines warning of the “ghastly” climate apocalypse that lies in store for us: This art-
ist‘s book explores  the diverse reference system of forms and materials, plants, animals and other 
subjects out of which Claudia Comte develops her biomorphic sculptures. While cactuses are well 
adapted to arid conditions, coral reefs, which form bio-diverse ecosystems at the bottom of the ma-
rine food chain, are wasting away  due to the warming and acidification of the ocean. Leaves, on the 
other hand, represent photosynthesis, the energy-converting process that gives off oxygen. Comte’s 
supernatural fusion of cactus, coral and leaf draws connections between aspects of the desert, 
ocean, and forest through various processes of material metamorphosis.

The book begins with an index of Comte’s wooden sculptures, on which she confers first-name 
monikers, as if they were her familiars. Based on sketches, they are carved in wood or executed in 
marble with the aid of digital media. So marble, a petrified representation of the sea, meets wood, a 
place of storage for natural terrestrial processes and a constant source of oxygen.

The book’s focus is on our relationship to nature and the havoc we’ve wrought on our environment, 
which are the principal themes of the artist‘s practice. Prophecies of doom culled from newspaper 
articles sound the alarm about the looming climate emergency, for coral reefs aren’t the only criti-
cally endangered biomes.

Born in 1983 in Grancy, Lausanne (Switzerland), lives and works in Basel. Her work is regularly featured in international group and solo 
exhibitions, including An Impending Disaster (HAHAHA), König Galerie im KHK, Vienna (2022), Geometrical Opulence, Haus Konstruk-
tiv, Zürich (2022), Desert X AlUla, Saudi Arabian (2022), Tree Line Curve, Rolex Learning Center, EPFL Lausanne (2021), The Dreamers, 
58th October Salon, Belgrade Biennale (2021), After Nature, Museo Nacional Thyssen-Bornemisza, Madrid (2021), Jungle and Corals, 
König Galerie, Berlin (2021), The Sea of Darkness, Kunstraum Dornbirn (2020), How to Grow and Still Stay the Same Shape, Castello di 
Rivoli (2019), I have Grown Taller from Standing with Trees, Copenhagen Contemporary (2019), Zigzags and Diagonals, MOCA Cleve-
land (2018), Swiss Performance Now, Kunsthalle Basel (2018), KölnSkulptur #9, SkulpturenPark Köln (2017), NOW I WON, Messeplatz, 
Art Basel (2017), 10 Rooms, 40 Walls, 1059 m2, Kunstmuseum Luzern (2017), The Language of Things, with the Public Art Fund, New 
York (2016) and Heavy III, Haus Konstruktiv, Zürich (2014).



Press Release

Claudia Comte
After Nature. 
Cacti, Corals and Leaves 

Nº 353
Design: Adeline Mollard 
Softcover
420 pages
1800 images
27 x 19.5 cm
Texts by Chus Martínez, Hans Ulrich Obrist, Yann Chateigné Tytelman, 
and an interview with Ayana Elizabeth Johnson
in English
ISBN 978-3-907236-53-6
EUR 85 / CHF 85     
    
          

For further information on picture usage or if you wish to receive a review copy, please contact: 


