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The Internet can be regarded as an iceberg: the tip is the so-called surface web, the digital terrain we know and surf by means of search engines, social networks, blogs and news
sites. The submerged part, roughly 90% of the iceberg, is the so-called deep web. Under
the surface web that we use day in, day out, lies an encrypted and constantly evolving
network of total anonymity, beyond the reach of search engines. This darknet is a lawless
no-man’s land, only accessible using specific software, where anything goes and nothing
is traceable, and where illicit online business, especially in contraband, proliferates. The
Iceberg features a selection of stock images and original photographs drawn from the myriad ads for drug sales on the dark web designed to catch the consumer’s eye.
The original photographs, probably taken with small cameras or smartphones, often look
surreal and abstract due to the mysterious, exotic aesthetic of the subject-matter, on the
one hand, and the low quality of the photos or inferior skills of the drug-pushing photographers themselves, on the other. Unlike the stock pictures, these original photographs are
invisible in The Iceberg under normal light: printed in invisible ink, they can only be viewed
under ultraviolet light – the same light drug enforcers use to look for traces of narcotics.
Anonymously uploaded and probably designed to self-erase once they’ve served their
function, these pictures are not traceable or visible on the surface web, and only exist temporarily in this dark, secret space on the deep web. (Giorgio di Noto, 2017)

Edition Patrick Frey
Limmatstrasse 268
CH-8005 Zürich

T+41(0)443815102

mail@editionpatrickfrey.ch
www.editionpatrickfrey.com

Press Release							
Giorgio di Noto
The Iceberg
Nº 239
Design: Nicolas Polli
English
Hardcover
128 pages
70 images
with ultraviolet lamp
16.5 x 24 cm
ISBN 978-3-906803-39-5
EUR 70 / CHF 70

For further information on picture usage or if you wish to receive a review copy,
please contact: Gloria Wismer, Edition Patrick Frey.
T +41 (0)44 381 51 02 E wismer@editionpatrickfrey.ch

